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SCALE
MULTI-USE TRAILS

These pathways are off 
the road, and are open 
only to non-motorized 

traffic.

BIKE LANES or
WIDE SHOULDERS

On-street space for 
bicycle use, on medium 

or high traffic streets.

SHARED ROADWAY
Most intersections have 

stop signs or signals, 
with relatively few stops 
in the direction of travel; 

some have Bike Route 
guide signs. Shared 

roadways may be either:
• low traffic streets or

• medium traffic, wider 
streets.

DIFFICULT
CONNECTIONS

Areas of high traffic 
and/or narrow street 

width, or difficult 
intersections.

Funded in the next year.

PLANNED BIKEWAYS

LEFT RIGHT

USE HAND SIGNALS
Hand signals tell motorists what 
you intend to do. For turn signals, 
point in the direction of your turn. 
Signal as a matter of courtesy and 
safety and as required by law.�

RIDE CONSISTENTLY
Ride as close as practical to the 
right. Exceptions: when travelling 
at the normal speed of traffic, 
avoiding hazardous conditions, 
preparing to make a left turn, or 
using a one-way street.

1

2

CHOOSE THE BEST WAY TO TURN LEFT
There are two ways to make a 
left turn: 1) As an auto: look back, 
signal, move into the left lane, and 
turn left. 2) As a pedestrian: ride 
straight to the far-side crosswalk, 
then walk your bike across.

USE CAUTION WHEN PASSING
Motorists may not see you on 
their right. Where there’s no 
bike lane, pass cars on the left. 
Watch for cars pulling out and 
doors opening. Make eye contact 
with drivers.

OBEY ALL SIGNS & TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Bicycles must be driven like 
other vehicles if they are to be 
taken seriously by motorists. 
Never ride against traffic.�

GO SLOW ON SIDEWALKS
Pedestrians have the right of way 
on walkways. You must give an 
audible warning when you pass. 
Cross driveways and intersec-
tions at a walker’s pace and look 
carefully for traffic. Cyclists are 
not allowed to ride on sidewalks 
in downtown Portland.

RIDE A WELL-EQUIPPED BIKE
Outfit your bike with a water 
bottle, tool kit, fenders, and bike 
bags. You are required to use a 
strong head-light (visible from 
600') and rear reflector (visible 
from 500') at night and when 
visibility is poor.

DRESS APPROPRIATELY
Wear a hard-shell helmet 
whenever you ride (required by 
law for cyclists under 16 years 
old). Wear light-colored clothes 
at night.

LOCK YOUR BIKE
Buy the best locking system you 
can afford: none is as expensive 
as a new bike. A U-shaped high 
security lock is best. Lock the 
frame and rear wheel to a fixed 
object. If you have a quick re-
lease, lock the front wheel also.

AVOID ROAD HAZARDS
Watch for sewer grates, slippery 
manhole covers, oily pavement, 
gravel and ice. Cross railroad 
tracks at right angles. For better 
control as you move across 
bumps and other hazards, stand 
up on your pedals.
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